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CHICAGO, March ' 12 — K 
spokesman for the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) said 
today, that organization’s for- 
mer chief security officer has 
admitted he was a paid FBI in- 
formant. 

Several clergymen ' of the 
United Methodist Church, 
which has mediated several 
Indian-govemment disputes, 
also charged that AIM has 
been infiltrated by the FBI, 

The FBI would neither con- 
firm nor deny the charges. 
The alleged informant, Doug- 
las Durham, 38, of St. Paul, 
Minn., could not be reached 
for comment. 

The AIM chief of security 
was responsible for screening 
persons and groups seeking to 
meet with top AIM leaders. 
He also was the personal body- 
guard of Dennis Banks, AIM’s 
national executive director. 

The informant allegedly 
alerted government officials 
of impending Indian demon- 
strations. He also allegedly 
told the Justice Department 


details of legal defenses pre- 
pared by lawyers for Indians 
arrested at various demonstra- 
Uons, according to Ken Tilsen 
of St Paul, chief counsel for 
Aim. Tilsen would not name 
the informant. He was identi- 
fied as Durham by United 
Methodist Church officials. 

Tilsen said the FBI 
"invaded our defense, which 
we feel is illegal,’ ’ adding: 
"We will probably ask the gov- 
ernment to drop remaining 
charges against about 30 per- 
sons” from the 71-day seizure 
of Wounded Knee, SJD., in 
1973. ^ 

More than' 150" participants 
in the Woimded Knee take- 
over were indicted on charges 
nmging from violation of the 
civil disobedience act to rob- 
bery or conspiracy. About 110 
of ^e defendants were acquit- 
ted ; or not prosecuted. Nine 
were convicted and have ap- 
pealed. 

Indian leaders confronted 
Durham with several of his 
own "secret documents" de- 
scribing Indian activities, ac- 
cording to the Rev. John P. 


Adams, of the United Methpd- 
ist church’s department of 
law, justice, and communica- 
tions. Adams said he Wit- 
nessed the confrontation last 
Friday in a hotel room in Des 
Moines, Iowa. "At first, Dur- 
ham denied being an infor- 
mant. then he admitted it,” 
Adams said. _ 

Durham, once a ’ free-lance 
photographer, allegedly infil- 
trated AIM shortly after the 
Wounded Knee takeover be- 
gan in February 1973. Adams 
said Durham admitted receiv- 
ing varying amounts of money 
from the FBI, depending on 
the frequency and -the impor- 
tance of the information sup- 
plied. " * 

Durham reportedly apolo- 
gized to AIM leaders for his 
activities and supposedly was 
considering making . a public 
statement criticizing FBI infi- 
litration practices. 

Tom CoU of the FBI exter- 
nal affairs division said the 
FBI’s refusal to comment was 
based, in part, on the agency's 
desire to insure fair trials for 
remaining AIM defendants. 




